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THE ROBINSON FAMILY OF MIDDLESEX, &c. 

(CONTINUED.) 

52. Christopher 8 Robinson ( William 1 ) (XVII, 207, 208). If it were 
not for certain facts which will be stated below, it would be certain that 
Christopher, the son of Commissary William Robinson, was the Chris- 
topher Robinson of Middlesex county, whose will was dated November 
20, 1784, and proved July 23, 1787, and whose legatees were his sons 
William, Charles and Chesley Robinson, daughters Elizabeth and 
Nancy Robinson, and brother Benjamin Robinson, and who appoints 
his son-in law, William Robinson, his executor. 

Commissary William Robinson certainly had sons William and Ben- 
jamin Robinson, but the register of Christ Church parish, Middlesex, 
contains entries of the births of the following children of William and 
Ann Robinson, viz: Hannah, born May 7, 1731; Ann, February 13, 1733; 
Benjamin, May 21, 1736; Sarah, October 27, 1738, and Chistopher No- 
vember 9, 1741. To come into the pedigree of the family here treated 
of, William, the father of these children, must have been the son of one 
of the sons of the emigrant Christopher. This emigrant had three 
sons — Christopher, John and Benjamin. Christopher had a son William 
(Commissary Robinson), who was born in 17 16, was sent to England for 
his education in 1729, and remained there until 1744. So it is impossible 
that he could have had children born in Virginia 1731-1741. John 
Robinson, the second son of Christopher, had a son William, of Spotsyl- 
vania county, but the records show that, in 1739, he married Agatha 
Beverley, of that county. So he obviously could not have been the Wil- 
liam who married Anne . No full copy of the will of Benjamin Robin- 
son, the third son of Christopher, the emigrant, has been preserved ; but 
in the suit in regard to his estate (notice XVII, 92, 93,) apparently the 
names of all of his children are given, and there is no mention of a Wil- 
liam. If this William of Middlesex, who married Anne , was his 

son, it would follow that he and all of his five children had died before 
the death of Benjamin, in 1761 — a thing hardly possible to believe. 
Therefore it may be safely assumed that William Robinson who mar- 
ried Anne , was not a descendant of Christopher Robinson, the 

emigrant. This, however, does not remove the confusion caused by the 
fact that nothing is known of the later life of his sons Benjamin and 
Christopher, and it is this that throws doubt on the identity of the Chris- 
topher Robinson whose will, proved in 1787, has been cited above. 
There is no doubt whatever about the identity and descendants of Ben- 
jamin Robinson, the other son of Commissary Robinson. 

The identity, therefore, of 52. Christopher Robinson, must be left an 
open question, with the probabilities in favor ot his being a son of Com- 
missary Robinson. He had issue : 93. William ; 96. Charles ; 97. Ches- 
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ley; 98. Elizabeth; 99. Nancy; 100. Daughter, married William Robin- 
son. There is of record in Middlesex the marriage bond, dated August 
22, 1784, of William Robinson and Ursula Robinson. Probably these 
were the persons in question. 

53. Benjamin 8 Robinson (William 1 ) (XVII, 207, 208,) of " Benville," 
King and Queen county : married (marriage bond, Middlesex county, 
October 1, 1777,) Hannah, daughter of Col. William Churchill, of " Wil- 
ton," Middlesex county. 

Issue : 

101. Benjamin* (no information.) 

102. Hannah,' married Tomkies, of Gloucester county. 

103. William' (of whom later.) 

104. Eliza, married Piemont. 

105. Alice, married Robert Jennings. 

56. Christopher 8 Robirson (Peter*). (XVII, 208). As has been 
stated, there is no positive proof that this was the loyalist who emigrated 
to Canada, yet the careful study of the family history, which has been 
made, excludes the possibility of any of the other contemporary Chris- 
topher Robinsons being the man. Christopher Robinson, who was 
born about 1760, was a student at William and Mary College at the time 
of the invasion of Virginia by the British forces under Arnold in De- 
cember, 1780, and January, 1781. He left college and joined the 
Queen's Rangers, commanded by Sincoe, and received a commission. 
He served in the South, was wounded, and at the peace settled in Nova 
Scotia, but soon removed to Upper Canada, and finally settled at York. 
In 1796 he represented the counties of Lennox and Addington in the 
Assembly. He married Esther Sayre, and died in 1798. 

Issue : 

106. Peter 9 , born 1789, died 1838. 

107. Mary, married S. Steward. 

108. Sarah, married D'Arcy Boulton. 

109. John Beverley 9 (of whom later). 

no. William Benjamin, born 1797, died 1873. 

64. Henry 8 Robinson (William''). (XVII, 430, 431). He appears to 
have lived soon after marriage in Caroline county, as there is recorded 
in Spotsylvania county a deed, dated 1766, from Henry Robinson and 
Elizabeth his wife, of Caroline county. The will of Henry Robinson 
dated July 30, 1771, was recorded in King William county, though the 
date of probate does not appear. His legatees were his wife Elizabeth 
sons John, William and Beverley, all minors ; a nephew, William Robin- 
son, and Thomas, son of Beverley Winslow. Genera! C. W. Robinson 
of England, has a letter from Mr. Conway Robinson, dated Richmond 
August 20, 1851, in which he writes: "Mr. Henry Robinson, of Norfolk) 
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Va., has written to my uncle, Mr. Anthony Robinson, and in his letter 
says, ' I know scarcely anything of my Robinson ancestry beyond my 
grandfather (Harry Robinson, a lawyer of King William,) who died in 
very early life, leaving three sons, John (my father), William and Beverley, 
all of whom are now dead.' " And also a letter from Mr. Carter Brax- 
ton, dated Ingleside, March 21, 1853, saying: "There was a Col. Bever- 
ley Robinson in the county of King William, who had a brother by the 
name of John. Beverley was a lawyer in his day, did much business in 
that calling, and was very fond of the military life— joined the American 
Army in the war of 181 2 — had many skirmishes on the Potomac with the 
British Army when it sacked Washington. Beverley Robinson left seve- 
ral sons, who are now living. John, the brother of Beverley, has a very 
intelligent son, Henry Robinson, of Norfolkborough, a schoolmaster by 
profession, an amicable and intelligent man." These letters and the 
will disprove conclusively an account which has stated that Col. Bever- 
ley Robinson, of King William, was the son of John Robinson, son of 
William of Spotsylvania. 

Henry 8 and Elizabeth Robinson had issue : 

11 r. John 9 (of whom later). 

112. William 9 . 

113. Beverley 9 (of whom later). 

(to be continued) 



THE ENGLISH DESCENT OF JOHN PLEASANTS (1645-1698), 

OF HENRICO COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 

By J. Hall Pleasants, Baltimore, Md. 

Will ok John Pleasants. 

(continued.) 

The remaind'r of the s'd Goods and Chattels I do Give devise and 
Bequeath unto my Son John and Daughter Elizabeth Pleasant, part 
and part a Like to be delivered unto them also within ten month, after 
my said Son Joseph his deceace, but if either of them should depart 
this life before that time then I give ye same to the Survivour of them 
two, Item I Give grant devise and Bequeath unto my afore said two 
sons John and Joseph Pleasants all that Track and dividend of Land 
by me lately taken up about four miles Creek part lying on the back 
of Edward Mathews his Land and Joyning to Phill Childers his Land 
&c contains about Two Thousand Six hundred acres as also that p't or 
tract of Land taken up by John Woodson Jun'r and my Selfe part 
of w'ch lyes at the north Side of four miles Creek my part of the 
s'd Deviden being about five hundred acres as also the Eleven acres 



